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j a hnstmas for Katles Kids

7 year-old raises
funds for-her

~ sick peers
BY RITCHIE E. STARNES
" WEDDINGTON -
Labor Day is for Jerry’s
kids and Christmas is for
Katie’s kids.

Sure Jerry Lewis has
long been doing wonders
toward finding a cure for
muscular dystrophy with

. his annual telethon. But,
there’s a new fundraising
kid on the block and she
has kids too. Meet Katie
Greene, a, Weddington 7-
year-old first grader.
Before Christmas last year,
she had an idea.

“I found a toy and then
it just came to me,” Katie
said. “I wanted to give
presents to all of the sick

_children around the

 world.”

Her parents found this

to be a good time to teach
Katie the value of working
in manageable bites.
“We .thought that (all
children worldmde)

’ might be a little too big a

scope,” said Dean Greene,
her father.
They dec1ded to focus

on gravely ill children

confined to the hospital
during the holidays, thus
they turned their atten-
tion to the Levine
Children’s Hospital in

Charlotte. Suddenly Katie -

began to learn about chil-
dren suffering from dis-
eases like leukemia and
cancer. She has since
learned other harsh reali-

ties about the children
too sick for. her to meet
personally.

“We can’t just give out
toys because we have
germs,” Katie said. “We
would make them more
sick.”

Katie focuses on raising
money throughout the

.year before heading out
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‘reach in their pockets..

Katie’s Kids

for the shoppmg spree for
her kids.

“All year long when she
would get a little bit of
money, she would put it in
her pig,” said Liz Greene,

. her mother.

“I'd put it in my piggy-
bank for my kids,” Katie-
echoed.

Within the first three days
the idea was born, Katie had
raised $160 cash. An email

' blast bagged another $500.

Once people realize what
Katie’s trying to do, many

help. Even an employee a
one of the stores donated
$10 toward her mission.

‘When they collected their
financial goal, they headed
out for the big shop about a
week before Christmas.
Stores like Michael’s faired
well as Katie amassed two
full buggies.

“They (kids) really like
kits, like art sets, games, and
crafts,” Katie said. “I'm not
too good with the prices.”

“That’s where mom and
dad come in,” Liz added.

Katie has quickly learned
that while folks tend to
make sure younger children
get toys, too often young
teens are overlooked. She’s
found gift cards are best for
the older kids. - ;

All of the gifts last year
were placed in two large
sacks and dropped off at the
hospital. To prevent the
spread of germs, the gifts
are not wrapped. Hospital ‘
staff still has to sanitize the
gifts before distribution.




o

her piggy bank, on the  Children’s Hoépital staft is
- counter above, to shop amazed at what Katie has
for patients at Levine been able to accomplish.

" Children’s Hospital. She “To be so young and help-
en]py_ed it so much last ing with children, it’s truly
year that she wanted to  ymazing,” said Deana

~doitagain.  williams, hospital volunteer
B g manager. “To think thata 7-
yearold is capable of doing

~ so much for children her

has topped herself this
Year"! i

$2008 this year. Her goal

- which always makes it easy
. to remember. As of Monday
(Dec. 8), she had collected
$1,125.+She’s gotten a cou-
ple hundred more in
pledges that they're await-
ing. :
While mom and dad
embrace their daughter’s
annual holiday mission,
they also see how it has
already benefited Katie.

“] think she’s getting
some good experience in
* what it takes to make things
happen,” Dean said. “It puts
the focus on people besides
herself. She gets more out

of Christmas because of it.”
Katie seems more interest-

ed in giving than receving.
“I'm not doing this to get
_ more gifts from ' Santa,”

Katie Greene, 7, opens ~ Even  the Tl

~If you would like to help
Katie share the spirit of the
holiday season, donations
may be mailed to Katherine
Greene, Atm: Ms. Sam
‘Sagatchi, First Citizens
Bank, 5008 Forbes Road,
* Charlotte, NC 28277 or visit
www. katieskidz.org for
more information.
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